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POLIT ICAL
• Environmentally motivated Board of 

Supervisors & community
• County has had energy efficiency 

requirements since 2002.

PHYSICAL
• Community is largely built-out
• Very few new homes built in 

unincorporated Marin County each year. 
• Majority of the work being done is 

residential renovations, small and large. 

LOCAL CONTEXT FOR REACH 
CODES IN MARIN COUNTY



CLARITY
• Project specific handouts

• Clearer language 

• Fewer tiers, only square footage

• Updated website

FLEXIBILITY
• Performance Standard

• Multiple compliance options for both 

EE and green building

• Agnostic towards rating system

SUSTAINABILITY
• Emphasis on all electric buildings

• Near ZNE standards for new large 

homes >4,000 square feet

CONSISTENCY
• Standards were developed to easily be 

adopted in any Marin Jurisdiction

CURRENT MARIN COUNTY 
REACH CODE



www.maringreenbuilding.org

http://www.maringreenbuilding.org/


www.maringreenbuilding.org

http://www.maringreenbuilding.org/


CHALLENGES WITH ADOPTION & 
IMPLEMENTATION

• Limits of reach code in a built-out 
community

• Low compliance

• Increasing participation in permitting 
system through increasing services and 
clarity – business mindset



NEXT STEPS & LESSONS LEARNED

• Stakeholder engagement is essential
• Waiting for detailed cost-effectiveness to move forward for 

2019
• Continuation of core principles of current code:

• Flexibility
• Clarity 
• Sustainability 
• Consistency

• Thinking about the horizon:
• How much more efficiency can we do?
• Looking toward other ways to reduce environmental impact on built 

environment



2021 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)

• IECC participation helps California lead the nation toward a low 
carbon future

• Reduces costs by expanding the market for efficient equipment 

• Building, housing, sustainability, or other government staff can vote 
in ICC

• To be eligible, you must pay or renew membership by March 29th at 
https://www.iccsafe.org/membership/join-icc/

• 20,000 voters are eligible, and only 535 were cast for the last round 
of the IECC

BREAK TIME


